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The WTO/TBT Agreement recommends the use of voluntary international standards for the products and makes reference to the growing development of those related with the procedures of conformity assessment.

The ISO Strategy 2005-2010 emphasizes in its Key Objectives, the development of globally relevant standards ensuring the involvement of all stakeholders, the capacity building and participation of developing countries, the use of standards as support to technical regulations, and the provision of conformity assessment standards.

The set of ISO Objectives support the main elements of its role: facilitation of trade and contribution for a sustainable world.

CASCO documents (ISO/IEC Standards and Guides) provide the basis to assess the bodies with conformity assessment activities: accreditation, certification, inspection, testing and calibration.

Through their adoption at national, regional and international levels a common language is being achieved, thus facilitating agreements in trade.

CASCO - Committee on Assessment of Conformity - is directly linked to ISO Council and its policies are aligned with the ISO Strategy. This is clearly showed in the groups created by CASCO to ensure participation of developing countries and improve the technical work, the relationship with regulatory authorities and the advising function to support the ISO and IE Committees dealing with conformity assessment issues.
The future of conformity assessment and its possible impacts on trade concludes this presentation.

