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Abstract

This lecture focuses on the key principles of the TBT Agreement and the work of the TBT Committee. The TBT Agreement, which is now over 10 years old, balances governments' right to regulate against a set of obligations that discipline their implementation of this right, for instance by avoiding the creation of unnecessary barriers to trade. The lecture emphasizes the horizontal (general) issues discussed in the TBT Committee and, in particular, the preparation of the 4th Triennial Review (TR), which should be adopted in November 2006. It is noted that the TR is a collective work of the Members of the TBT Committee. Six elements form the TR: 
· Implementation and Administration of the Agreement, 
· Good Regulatory Practice, 

· Conformity Assessment Procedures, 

· Transparency, 

· Technical Assistance,

· Special and Differential Treatment.
Each element contains a common understanding of WTO Members in the Committee on the subject in question and gives recommendations for future work. The nature of the recommendations by the Committee are, generally, the further  exchange of experiences in the areas listed above, including organization of a workshop on good regulatory practice   Some more specific recommendations are also made, particularly in the area of Transparency.
